
English literature

What will you learn?

You will continue to use your close analysis skills to develop 

independent and imaginative responses to a range of 

historically varied and stimulating texts. There will be drama: 

Shakespeare of course, but maybe also Jacobean Tragedy or 

Tennessee Williams. There will be poetry:  a Chaucerian fabliau, 

or Milton on the loss of Paradise, or Eliot’s modernist 

fragments. And there will be prose, from the poise of Jane 

Austen to the popularity of Dracula and the experimentation 

of Virginia Woolf. You will be encouraged to connect your 

reading, to see how writers respond to each other, and how 

literature in its many forms and genres reflects and contributes 

to the shaping of cultural history. You may discuss Fitzgerald 

and American disillusionment, or Frankenstein and revolution, 

or Plath and female empowerment.  As you read, you will learn 

to think more broadly and to write more ambitiously, risking 

arguments that are clear, creative, and confident.

What do students say?

“At A-level I have found support not only from my 
teachers, but also from my group. The enthusiasm 
and energy of class discussions inspires and 
motivates my work.”

“How do I love English?  Let me count the ways...”

 “I always look forward to English lessons – it’s so 
different from my other subjects and I know the 
skills I’m developing will be useful for the rest of  
my life.”

“English has helped me to develop a new way  
of thinking.”

Facilities, expeditions and more...

We enrich the experience of  
literature beyond the classroom in a  
wide range of activities:

• Weekly joint literary society with  
Abingdon School.

• Study days in London on A-level texts.

• Visiting speakers from Oxford and  
other universities.

• Theatre trips to Oxford, Stratford  
and London.

Who teaches it?

The course is taught by an experienced Sixth Form team. Our subject expertise and 
enthusiasm for literary study ensure text choices respect the riches of the canon while also 
exploring peripheral and contemporary voices. We encourage you to make independent 
choices when it comes to selecting coursework texts.  We build our teaching on individual 
passion but collaborate significantly so that you benefit from the combined expertise of a 
committed and ambitious department. You can expect to keep the same teachers 
throughout your A-level course. 

Mr Jonathan Muir, Head of English

Specification:  OCR English Literature A-level (H472)
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Results gained in 2018:

A-level English literature: 
80% A*/A  
100% A*/B 

FACT FILE

How is the subject taught?

You will read and prepare texts 

independently and in lessons you will 

develop your ideas through discussion and 

debate. Being taught in a smaller group of 

about ten will give you much more chance to 

articulate your own views and respond to 

those of others in thoughtful and focused 

ways. You will have the chance to give formal 

presentations, and you will be encouraged to 

engage in personal research. You will receive 

individual feedback on your essays, and 

significant one-to-one support when it 

comes to drafting coursework. You will be 

gaining all the skills of oral and written 

communication that will underpin your study 

at university and beyond.

• Extension groups at lunchtime for anyone 
interested in studying English at university.

• Talks from practising creative writers.

• Annual Creative Writing competition.

• Visits to Oxbridge and other university  
Open Days for those interested in applying.

• Events at Oxford Literary Festival.


